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I HAVE seen many letters and articles in the paper and heard comments on the news which say that Solomon Islands is a Christian nation.
This makes me wonder a little bit how people might arrive at that definition or conclusion. What makes a Christian nation?
Of course we can ask the same question of other nations that may have other religions. Is Saudi Arabia or Indonesia a Muslim nation? Is India a Hindu nation? And what about USA, Australia or New Zealand?
Now this is a fairly important question, because I recall from last year’s trade show where Muslims and Baha’i had stalls that they received some unchristian opposition from so called Christians. Comments like: ‘They don’t belong here because we are a Christian nation’ were made.
Well, is that really the case? How do you define a ‘Christian nation?’ Perhaps it is done in different ways and I want to suggest some options.
One way that people tend to define a nation in terms of its faith is to see what religion is dominant. In that sense, with such a high percentage of Solomon Islanders being affiliated with one of the Christian churches, we might say; Yes, we are a Christian nation.
Another way that is used to define a nature is in terms of its culture. Western countries that hold a ‘Judaeo-Christian’ morality or justice system tend to be defined as Christian too, especially by non-Christian cultures.
In that sense, Australia could also be regarded as a Christian country, even though about 80 per cent of its population is non-Christian.
However, Australians themselves wouldn’t necessarily regard themselves as a Christian nation.
On the other hand that culture and morality is also embraced here, and therefore we could define ourselves as Christian also in that sense.
Yet another way of looking at it might be to consider the way the government runs.
Some Islamic countries have what is known as Sharia Law, which basically means that the religion (Islam) sets the rules for the nation.
This is not unlike the theocracy in (Old Testement) Israel, where the rules of the nation were set by God. In countries such as this, it is forbidden to hold any other religion, and religious obedience forms part of the nations laws.
The emperor Constantine the Great tried to "Christianise" the empire in the 4th Century AD, but many believe this was more for political expedience than a true commitment to the Christian faith.
In Solomon Islands, the government allows religious freedom and largely operates on secular principles, so we could not say that we are a Christian nation on that level.
There may yet be another way of looking at this matter too.
Given that Christianity is not just a matter of faith, but also of life, then it becomes readily apparent that it would be difficult to call us a Christian nation at that level too.
The very presence of RAMSI, the ongoing levels of crime, corruption and immorality across all levels of our society from our politicians, civic & business leaders to the teenagers in the village show that the Christian life is not embraced by many.
In the New Testament era, we no longer see God’s people identified nationally as was the case in the Old Testament. God’s people are drawn from every tribe and nation.
While not denying that there is a corporate nature to Christianity, it may be just as inappropriate to speak of a Christian nation than a Christian ship, or a Christian building.
It is people who are Christian through a relationship with Jesus Christ which is characterised by repentance, faith and obedience.
Christ came to save people individually, and embrace them into his corporate body, the One Holy Catholic (catholic means universal) Church.
Which brings me back to how we see our nation. Is there room for other non-Christian faiths? Are we, by our claims of being Christian, exclusive of others.
One characteristic of Christianity must surely be tolerance and acceptance of others. We may not (and in the case of non-Christian religions, we can not) agree with them. But instead of condemning those whom we believe are being led astray, lets reach out to them.
Let us show the attractiveness of Christianity that is found nowhere else, by demonstrating the love that Christ shows for us. Persecution never brought about conversion, but love does.
When other faiths, and non-Christian groups come and witness to us, and try to convert us, let us show them that we are so loved by a God of grace, that we are so secure in our faith, that we are able to reach out to them with the love of Jesus.
Non Christian beliefs should not be seen as a threat, but a mission opportunity to declare the love of an eternal God who did not spare his own eternal Son, but sent him to redeem people lost in error and darkness, and to bring them into his marvellous light.

