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RADICAL Islamic militant groups from parts of Indonesia have sought to recruit teenage Solomon Islanders for illegal training camps in Indonesia.
Solomon Islands Finance Minister Peter Boyce, speaking at a National Guns Summit in Goroka, Eastern Highlands Province of Papua New Guinea on Wednesday, said Solomon Islands Muslim groups were totally against radical Islam and refused the request of the Indonesian groups.
Mr. Boyce said radical Islamic groups such as Jemaah Islamia, the Free Aceh Movement, Laska Jihad and others were a real presence in the region.
He called for stronger bilateral co-operation between Pacific island nations to fight terrorism and trans-national crimes such as gun smuggling.
He said borders needed to be better monitored because of large scale movement of weapons between Daru and Australia, the Papua New Guinea/Indonesian border and the Solomon Islands/PNG border.
Speaking of his personal experience in the Solomon Island’s “troubles?, Mr. Boyce said what his country went through was a manifestation of gun culture throughout the region.
He said guns undermined civil order and hijacked local economies.
“Guns and ammunition know no boundaries, do not respect culture or tradition and do not discriminate, he said.
“They are an instrument of death and destruction.
