PM says claim on undermining RAMSI ‘absurd’ 
Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare has described the claim by the Australian Foreign Minister, Alexander Downer that the government is trying to undermine the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands as ‘absurd’.

Closing the latest session of parliament, Mr Sogavare said the claim was a ‘mirror image’ of the stubborn position Australia was taking in response to the Solomon Islands request to improve the Australian-led partnership, contrary to Mr. Downer’s unfounded allegation.

He said the government’s six-point initiative for RAMSI was intended to remind the mission that it had deviated from its original structure as a regional initiative to a now Australian-led agenda to promoting only a narrow agenda which only served Australia’s interests. 

Prime Minister Sogavare said Solomon Islands, as a major stakeholder in RAMSI, must be satisfied that the arrangement did not overstep its original boundaries.

“The initiatives were clearly not in the interest of Australia and since the Pacific Islands Forum leaders agreed to a review of RAMSI, the Australian government had been actively involved in influencing the Terms of Reference to protect their narrow interests”, Mr. Sogavare said.

The Prime Minister said it was the rightful duty of his government to express concern over the RAMSI arrangement amid fears that the mission had become Australia’s agent, designed to suppress the legitimate government of Solomon Islands.

“We agreed to allow RAMSI to come into our country to help us stand on our own two feet, not to take over the government of Solomon Islands.”

Mr Sogavare said the Solomon Islands High Commissioner to Australia had relayed Solomon Islands position on RAMSI to Canberra and that position was that the government and people of Solomon Islands must be fully informed of an exit strategy for the mission.

“RAMSI has yet to come clear on an exit strategy. All they continue to say is that they will be here until the work is done. What work? Annexation of Solomon Islands? The new position they are taking now is that they will be here as long as it takes. This is even worse,” the Prime Minister said. 

Mr Sogavare said he was disturbed by Canberra’s ‘open’ desire to see a change in the government leadership in Solomon Islands and pointed out that it was an act of sedition. 

He also said he found it absurd for the Foreign Affairs Minister of a foreign state to have the guts to appeal to the people of Solomon Islands to allow their laws to be trampled on by foreigners.
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