PAGE  
3

International young imam course, June – July 2002

TOPIC: ISLAM IN SOLOMON ISLANDS 

1. SOLOMON ISLANDS IN BRIEF

1.1 History

The origin of the present Melanesian inhabitants is uncertain. Although archaeological and linguistic evidence shows that Solomon Islands was probably settled 4,000 - 5,000 years ago by Austronesian, neolithic people from South-East Asia. Archaeological evidence also shows that one group of people settled on islands from the Bismarck to Polynesian and became the ancestors of all Polynesians, some eventually returning to the outlying islands of Solomon Islands. The first documented European contact was made in 1568 by the Spanish explorer, Alvaro de Mendana. Mendana discovered alluvial gold on Guadalcanal and, perhaps thinking he found the source of King Solomon's great wealth (the Biblical King Solomon's mine), named the islands the "Isles of Solomon ". Because of Mendana's Spanish heritage, many of the islands in the Solomon Islands bear original Spanish names. Great Britain declared a Protectorate in 1893 over the southern Solomons, adding the Santa Cruz group in 1898 and 1899. The islands of the Shortland group were transferred by treaty from Germany to Great Britain in 1900.

 1.2 Location/Geography

Forming a scattered archipelago of mountainous islands and low-lying coral atolls, the Solomon Islands stretches about 900 miles in a southeasterly direction from the Shortland Islands to the Santa Cruz Islands. There are six major and approximately 992 smaller islands, atolls and reefs. The archipelago covers are area of about 249,000 square nautical miles while the land area is 10,938 sq. miles (28,446 sq. Km). Solomon Islands lies between 155 30' and 170 30'E., longitude and between 5 10' and 12 45'S., latitude. The six biggest islands are Choiseul, New Georgia, Santa Isabel, Guadalcanal, Malaita and Makira. They are characterized by thickly-forested mountain ranges intersected by deep, narrow valleys. 

1.3 Climate

The climate is tropical, though temperatures are rarely extreme due to cooling winds blowing off the surrounding seas. Daytime temperatures are normally 25 to 32 c., falling about 3 to 5 at night. From April to October, the Southeast trade winds blow, gusting at times up to 30 knots or more. November to March is the wet season - the northwest monsoon - typically warmer and wetter. Cyclones start in the Coral Sea and the area of the Solomon Islands, but they usually steer towards Vanuatu and New Caledonia or down the coast of Australia.

1.4 POPULATION

According to the 2001 National Census Report, the total estimated population of Solomon Islands is 500,000 people. The majority of this number is from the rural areas or the provinces. Honiara, the capital city of Solomon Islands has accounted for eight (8) percent of this 500,000.

1.5 GOVERNMENT

Solomon Islands is a democratic system of government with a parliamentary form of government; all members of government are elected by the people and the prime minister is elected by all members of the government. The head of state is usually elected after every four (4) years.

1.6 ETHNIC GROUPS

Solomon Islands constitute mainly of three (3) major ethnic groups – Melanesians 93%, Polynesians 4% and Micronesians1.5 %   Europeans 0.8% Chinese 0.3% and others 0.4

1.7    LANGUAGE

The official medium of communication in the Solomon Islands is through English, the national language is “pidjin” (broken English) which is widely spoken among all people of the country. However, there are about 100 other dialects depends on which island or area of the country you are from.

2. RELIGION

Solomon Islands is a pre-dominantly Christian country, mostly Roman Catholic and Anglican as well as other branches of Christian denominations. The umbrella body of the country is called Solomon Islands Christian Association (SICA). It is a non-governmental organization and their responsibility is to look after the Christian affairs in the country. About 98 percentage of the country’s total populations are Christians; the rest are others including Muslims.

Statistics 2000

Anglican 34%, Roman Catholic 19%, Baptist 17%, United (Methodist/Presbyterian) 11%, Seventh-Day Adventist 10%, other Protestant 5%, indigenous beliefs 4% 
3. ISLAM IN SOLOMON ISLANDS (in brief)

Solomon Islands is the last of the Pacific Island countries to get Islam. 

3.1 Founder

The founder of Islam in Solomon Islands is Imam Razak, a Fiji-Indian migrant. He first introduced Islam in the country in the late 1980’s, of which, he used his house as the center for the propagation of Islam in the country. Not very long after that, Islam spread as ‘bush-fire’ in the country. Few years later they call it Solomon Islands Muslim League and have its own office bearers. In 1992, Br. Mahmood Taro (a primary school teacher) was elected to be the first president of the league.

3.2 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND FUNDINGS

The first financial assistance and funding project was in 1989.  Br. Ibraheem of Australia was so kind to donate some money to pay for a piece of land and building. Under his own hard work and supervision, he managed to get SB$80,000 (Solomon dollars) and paid for the piece of land and the building which was formerly owned by Razak’s family.

4. DAWAH

Until today, we don’t have any Muslim who is well equipped with Islamic knowledge to propagate Islam in the country. So for the Daw’ah purpose, every Muslim brothers and sisters in Solomon Islands are responsible to do his/her own part to propagate Islam in whatever means is available. Solomon Islands Muslim League (SIML) senior members have its programs to meet on Saturdays at the Center to update and discuss matters regarding Daw’ah. Those who are interested (especially Christians) to know more about Islam can also come on Saturdays.

5. ACHIEVEMNETS

5.1 Islam spread to other provinces as well as to the rural areas.

5.2 Solomon Islands Muslim League usually attends meetings/Seminars and short courses overseas

6. FAILURES

6.1 S.I.M.L has failed in its last three attempts to register the Organization with the national government of Solomon Islands.

7. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

· To register S.I.M.L

· To spread Islam through out the country

· To cope and work together with the Asia Pacific Muslim Organizations on reaching out to the Solomon islanders.

· To realize our dream of having our own mosque in Solomon Islands

· And to set up projects for Muslims in the Solomons e.g. Abattoir – to provide for Halal meat for the Muslims in the Solomons   

· Set up financial arm of the running of the Society in the Solomons

· To provide Islamic education for young Muslims in Solomon islands 

