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Closing Ceremony of the 5th International Young

                                    Imam Training Course 2002

Yang Berbahagia

Dato Mohammed Taha Ariffin (The secretary General of RISEAP) 

Yang Berbahagia 

L. Col. Sharir Hashim (The Executive Secretary of RISEAP)

Yang Berbahagia 

Dr. Mohammad Akram Laldin (The Director, Co-curricular Center IIUM)

Distinguish guests, Brothers and Sisters in Islam, who are here today to witness the closing ceremony of the 5th International Young Imam Training Course 2002.

It is a pleasure indeed to have this great opportunity and time to deliver this short speech on behalf of the participants and myself.

Firstly, I would like to thank RISEAP for initiating the idea of organizing the International Young Imam Training Course among its member countries on regular bases. Extended words of thanks to the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) for their collaborative conducts with RISEAP in making the course a dream come true. Without such ideas and cooperation of the above institutions, we would not be here today to share and expand our knowledge about Islam. It is a great achievement for RISEAP and IIUM in propagating Islam abroad to the other parts of the world where the knowledge of Islam is limited. I do hope that other Islamic Organizations will follow these footsteps and extend their reach to the Muslim minorities as far as the concept of Dawah is concerned. The spread of Islam will not be effective without the interaction of all everyone. As Muslims, we need to cooperate as one Ummah to inorder to be successful, either in dawah or whatever ways needed to propagate Islam or to help Muslims around the world or to reach out to those who could not be reached due to certain circumstances.

Finance

The training course would have not been successful without funding. We are very thankful indeed to RISEAP for their great efforts in organizing the course as well providing the funds that covers all the required costs.  Funds allocated covers traveling tickets to and from our respective countries, accommodation, substantial monthly allowance and excursions allowance.     

PRGRAMMES

The principal objective of this course is to train us to become Imam and intern become leaders in our respective societies in what way it may be. The courses syllabus comprises of specific topics such as: Method of Dawah, Aqidah, Aklakh, Arabic, etc. These are some of the fundamental topics that we as future Imams or leaders in our respective societies need to be educated in.  Apart from lectures, we also had other programs such practical trainings and visitations. Practical trainings cover Jannasah preparation and animal slaughtering while visitation comprises of visits to Mosques, Islamic institutions, historical sites, etc.  It was indeed a new experience to us and we enjoyed it a lot. Sincere words of gratitude to those institutions for the kind invitations and those who had contributed in making our visits pleasant.      

LECTURES

I, on behalf of the participants, would like extend our words of thanks all the respected lectures who have committed their effort and time with us during the course.  They were indeed very helpful to us and we have learned a great deal from them.  I know this is the first time most of us ever went out of our countries and our interests went out beyond the four corners of our classroom. Sometimes we play during class times, other times we do things that we finally realize that we supposed not to do in the first place. On behalf, of the participants of the Young Imam Training Course 2002, I would like to apologize for any of our bad behaviors throughout these two months while we are here. I know you all try your best with us to understand whatever you want to teach and all of us will be leaving to our respective countries neither sooner nor later and I hope we can continue to teach what we learn during our time over here to the people in our communities.

RISEAP STAFF

Beside our course lectures, we are very delighted with all the RISEAP staff members who contributed a lot to make the courses a great success today.  They have been generous and cooperative with us throughout the entire course. A special word of thanks to bro. Mohaemin Abdul Karim, course coordinator, who have been consistently working with us daily throughout the course.

EXPECTATIONS

I believe that all the participants have benefited from the course including myself. We have learned a great deal of knowledge from the course which we lacked of in the past. Our excursion or visits to various Islamic institutions enables us to observe how these institutions are operation. We also had first hand experience on the practical parts such as animal slaughtering and Jannasah preparation. 

It is highly expected by the organizers and sponsors that participant’s should benefit from the course by acquiring the right knowledge for their personal benefit as well as our respective Islamic societies. As indicated above, I firmly believe that all the course participants took all the best initiative in learning and participating in the course and are ready to convey the message to their brothers and sister in their respective societies. High moral and self esteem was of expectation but if there is any failure or misunderstanding encountered during the course, I would like to apologize for the inconveniencies.

As representatives of our respective societies in this course; it was highly expected from us to learn effectively and productively from the course. Islam encourages knowledge seeking therefore being a representative of our societies in this course was a great privilege. The knowledge obtained from the course should benefit us individually as well as our respective societies. If there is any similar courses in the future and we are kin to participate again if Allah permits.

CONCLISION

To conclude, I would once again thank RISEAP and IIUM for the mutual corporation in making the course a great success today. May Allah bless us all. 

Thank you for all your attention.

Wassalam

